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Communique

We,CivilSocietyOrganizationsdrawnfromall36statesofNigeriaandthe
FederalCapitalTerritory,workingontheplatformofNationalSocial
ProtectionForum,NSPF,heldavirtualmeetingon15thDecember,2020to
discussanumberofissues,includingthecurrenteconomicrecessionin
Nigeriaamidthecovid-19pandemic.

Themeetingnotedthefollowing:

 EffortoftheFederalandsomeStateGovernmentstoimplement
SocialInvestmentProgrammestargetingthepoorandvulnerable
population

 OfficialfiguresfromNationalBureauofStatistic(NBS)releasedin
Maythisyearsays83millionNigeriansarelivingbelowpovertyline
andthisfigurecansoarwiththecurrentrecession.

 COVID19palliativesdistributedbythegovernmentandother
stakeholdershasfailedtoadequatelyaddressthegapscreatedby
theCOVID19pandemic

 The#endSARSprotests,aswellasinsecurityindifferentpartsof
thecountryhighlightstheurgentneedforgovernmenttoprioritize
investmentonyouthrelatedsocialissues.

 Continueddependenceoncrudeoilasmainsourceofforeign
exchange

 Unsuccessfulattemptsbysuccessivegovernmentstodiversifythe
economyandreduceimportsofproductsthatcanbeeasilyproduced
locallytoreducethedemandondollars(foreignexchange)

 Localandforeignborrowingtofinanceannualbudgetsanddebt
servicecommitmentsinthefaceoftherecessionhasfurther
worsenedthelivesandlivelihoodsofNigerians,particularly,women,



youthsandPersonsWithDisabilities(PWDs).

 Highcostofgovernanceatalltiersandlevelsofgovernmentinspite
ofthenationbeinginrecession

 Poorstateofcriticalinfrastructuresuchaselectricity,roadsand
railwayswithunconducivebusinessenvironment

Consequently,themeetingresolvedasfollows:

a.CallontheFederalGovernmenttoaccelerateactiononthedevelopmentand

passageofSocialProtectionBilltohelpstrengthenpovertyeradicationthrough
SocialInvestmentProgrammes

b.Adequateinvestmentshouldbemadetocapturemorepeopleinthesocialregister

c.Introducemeasurestobolsterdiversificationoftheeconomywithemphasison

agricultureandmanufacturingsectors

d.Urgentlyfixcriticalinfrastructure,particularlyelectricity,roadsandrailway

e.ExpediteactiononthenegotiationstoendcurrentstrikeactionbytheAcademic

StaffUnionofUniversities(ASUU)andproperlyfundeducationatalllevelsto
boostEducation,researchandinnovation

f.IntroduceSoundmediumandlong-termmonetarypolicytoboosttheeconomy

g.WeencourageGovernmenttointensifythewaragainstcorruptionandblockall

avenuesoffinancialleakagesaswellasstepupassets’recoveryefforts.

h.AlltiersofGovernmentareencouragedtotakeurgentstepstocutcostof

governancebyreducingnumberofpoliticalappointeesandoverheadcoststo
freemoreresourcesforsocialprotectionprogrammes.

i.InternationalcommunityshouldconsiderdebtreliefforNigeriaandprovisionof

grantsinaidratherthanmoreloans.Suchsupportcouldbeintheareasof
supportingtheprovisionofCovid-19VaccinesforthepoorinNigeria.
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